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in six-eight time, following the familiar formula of so many dances of
Hispanic origin.

An interesting feature of this type of Paraguayan popular music is the
text, which is often sung in the Guarany language, which is the second
language of Paraguay. Thus, the Paraguayan Cancion is also known as
Purajhei in the Guarany language, which, in contrast to most Indian dia-
lects, has a mellifluous cadence and abounds in vowels.

Recently a successful attempt was made by a Paraguayan musician,
Jose Asuncion Flores, to revive the spirit of the Guarany song and to
create a new form of popular music that would draw on native melodic
resources rather than on the European stock of music. In collaboration
with the Paraguayan poet Ortiz Guerrero, Jose Asuncion Flores initiated
the Guaranty which is a ballad in slow waltz time and usually in a minor
mode. The Guaranias soon became popular, and may now be regarded as
part of Paraguayan musical folklore. Numerous other Paraguayan com-
posers of popular music, among whom Herminio Gimenez and Emilio
Bigi are the best known, have followed the lead of Jose Asuncion Flores
and have written Guaranias.

The present state of music in Paraguay holds considerable promise for
a bright future. There are now in Asuncion two music schools, the Escuela
Normal de Musica, under the direction of Remberto Gimenez, and the
Conservatorio de Musica at the Ateneo, headed by Juan Carlos Moreno
Gonzalez.

The Conservatory of Asuncion maintains a student orchestra, which
gives occasional performances of classical music. There is also a military
band, the Banda de Policia. The only musician in Paraguay who has at-
tempted to write music in larger forms is Juan Carlos Moreno Gonzalez,
the author of a symphony on native themes. Remberto Gimenez, director
of the Conservatory in Asuncion, has written some semi-popular music.

MUSICIANS   OF   PARAGUAY

Jose Asuncion FLORES was born in 1904 in Asuncion, ran away from
home as a child, and was placed in a reform school, where he began to
study music. Later he played the cornet and the violin in the Eanda de
Policta in Asuncion. The signal achievement of Jose Asuncion Flores is
the creation of a new type of native air, which he called Guaraniay in allu-
sion to the Guarany Indians of Paraguay. He has published several such
Guaranias in Buenos Aires, where he now serves as an attache at the Lega-
tion of Paraguay.